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History of Amendments

• In 2015, the United States Supreme Court, in Reed v. City 
of Gilbert construed the City’s sign code and held that 
sign codes were required to be content neutral. 

• Based on the Reed decision, staff undertook revising of 
the sign code to ensure that it was content neutral. 
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Review Process

• City code requires that proposed revisions to the sign 
code be reviewed by MAPC.

• The proposed amendments were presented to advanced 
plans, MAPC and sign contractors for input. 
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on the Portal



Amendments

• Definitions which were content based are repealed. These 
included garage sales, political, religious and other 
miscellaneous signs.  

• The amendments allow the same number, size and type of 
signs which were previously allowed in each zoning 
district. 
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Amendments

• Provisions relating to signs in the environs of historical 
properties and districts are repealed.  State statutes no 
longer recognize historical environs limitations.  

• The sign code  appeal process is clarified.  Permit and 
construction issues are appealed to the Board of Code 
Standard and Appeals.  

• Variances of the sign code or zoning issues are  appealed 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
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Removal of Signs

• Prohibit all temporary signs in the public Right of Way and 
allow removal of these signs by City Staff. 

• Allow a property owner to remove temporary signs illegally 
placed in the public Right of Way adjacent to their property.  

• Allow additional temporary signs to be displayed no more 
than forty-five days prior to an election. Such signs cannot 
exceed eight square feet. No signs are allowed in the public 
Right of Way. 
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Sign Code Adjustments

• Zoning Administrator has additional authority to grant 
adjustments in the size of signs. 

• No permit fees are increased by the amendments.   
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Recommendation/Action 

• Place the ordinance on first reading and authorize all 
necessary signatures. 
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